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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT ^ol^firl ftHf 



1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 
The application has been amended as follows: 

- In page 1 of the specification, on line 3, after "U.S. Application No." 

- insert -10/073,814, now is U.S. Patent number 6,580,842--; and on 
line 5. after "U.S. Application No." insert -10/073,754. now is U.S. 
Patent number 6,560,387-. 

- In the "ABSTRACT OF THE INVENTION", rewrite as following: 

ABSTRACT OF THE INVENTION ^ 
-An integrated isolator array is provided having a plurality of 
waveguides fabricated in a planar optical substrate, each waveguide 
having input and output sections. An isolator subassembly is received 
within a transverse trench formed in the substrate between the input and 
output sections such that it intersects the optical paths of the waveguides. 
The isolator subassembly, which may consist of layers of Faraday rotator 
material sandwiched between layers of birefringent crystal material, 
permits the forward passage of light from the input sections to the output 
sections of the waveguides while preventing the backward passage of 
light from the output to the input sections. Each waveguide input section is 
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preferably adapted with a mode-expanding input taper to collimate light 
propagating through the waveguide. Similarly, each output section is 
preferably adapted with a mode-reducing output taper to reduce the mode 
size of forward- traveling light to match that of an output fiber, as well as to 
collimate light traveling backward within the output section-. 

REASON FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the 
claims are allowable over prior art of record, because none of the references in 
alone or in combination discloses: 

+++ An integrated optical isolator device, comprising: 

- a planar optical substrate; 

- a first waveguide formed in said optical substrate and having an input 
section and an output section; and 

- an isolator element affixed to said optical substrate and positioned in an 
optical path of said first waveguide between said input section and said output 
section, said isolator element being configured to allow the passage of forwardiv 
traveling light from said input section to said output section of said first 
waveguide while inhibiting the passage of backwardiv traveling light from said 
output section to said input section , as discloses in claims 1, and 17. 
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The underline limitations is critically, since the integrated optical isolator 
device is improved, it is significant reduce the insertion loss, and reduce the 
cost manufactured in large volumes using automated assembly techniques. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



CONTACT INFORMATION 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to PHAN T.H. PALMER whose telephone 
number is (571 ) 272-2354. The examiner can normally be reached on 4/4 OFF 
MONDAY. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, RODNEY B. BOVERNICK can be reached on (571 ) 272- 
2344. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 10/073,763 
Art Unit: 2874 



Page 5 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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